[image: image1.png]




25 Sheppard Avenue West

Suite 1000

North York, Ontario

M2N 6S9

Tel:
416 224-1100
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416 224-8168

http://www.peo.on.ca

April 30, 2001

The Honourable Norm Sterling, LLB, P.Eng.

Minister of Consumer and Business Services

250 Yonge Street, 35th Floor

Toronto, Ontario

M5B 2N5

Re:
Proposed Regulations under the Technical Standards and Safety Act, 2000
Dear Minister:

Thank you for providing Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) an opportunity to comment on your proposed regulations under the Technical Standards and Safety Act, 2000.  We support the general object and intent of reforming the technical safety legislation by your ministry and offer some comments that we hope will be of assistance to your ministry and to the Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA).

General

As a licensed professional engineer, you are aware PEO is the organization that licenses and regulates the 64,000 Professional Engineers in Ontario under authority of the Professional Engineers Act (RSO 1990, Chapter P. 28).  It is our recurring observation that a number of activities and positions described in the regulations - depending on the specific context and the specific regulation - potentially involve the practice of engineering within the meaning and spirit of the Professional Engineers Act.   It is our expectation that TSSA will, in appropriate circumstances, use or require professional engineers to perform engineering work. For your information we have enclosed previous correspondence from Minister Runciman (June 9, 2000) confirming that TSSA is subject to the Professional Engineers Act.

It is our position that the Technical Standards and Safety Act has an important role in ensuring the safety of technical installations and products through establishing codes and processes.   The role of Professional Engineers Act addresses the accountability of the individuals who are exercising the engineering judgment and making the engineering decisions prescribed in the TSSA regulations.   Public interest suggests that the two Acts should be complimentary. To this end, PEO is pleased to continue to work with TSSA in assuring public health and safety through our respective mandates.

Boiler and Pressure Vessel Regulation

As proposed, the draft Boiler and Pressure Vessel Regulation attempts to allow professional engineers not licensed to practice in Ontario to sign and seal engineering documents for the purpose of registering boilers and pressure vessels.  PEO objects to this provision as it contravenes section 12(1) of the Professional Engineers Act, which states:

No person shall engage in the practice of professional engineering or hold himself, herself or itself out as engaging in the practice of professional engineering unless the person is the holder of a licence, a temporary licence or a limited licence.

While we acknowledge that many professional engineers outside Ontario may have the appropriate skills to design boilers and pressure vessels, they are still required to be licensed by PEO to ensure that they are accountable to the people of Ontario through the Professional Engineers Act.
You will be interested to know that PEO is a signatory to the existing Agreement on Mobility of Professional Engineers within Canada.  The agreement facilitates the licensing of professional engineers currently licensed in another province or territory licensing bodies without compromising provincial and territorial authority to license professional engineers in that jurisdiction.  A copy of the agreement is enclosed for your information.

Operating Engineer Regulation

We also understand that TSSA is considering a proposal from other stakeholders to change the proposed Operating Engineer Regulation effectively renaming the trade known for decades as the Operating Engineer to “Power Engineer”.  PEO would also object to this proposal for the following reasons:

· The use of the term “Power Engineer” by persons not licensed by PEO may violate Section 40(2)(b) of the Professional Engineers Act if it leads the public to believe that someone using the term “Power Engineer” may be authorized to practice professional engineering.

· Possible abbreviations of the term “Power Engineer” (e.g. P. Eng.) may also violate Section 40 (2) (a) of the Professional Engineers Act under similar circumstances.

· “Power Engineering” is a common description of university courses often offered as part of an electrical engineering curriculum.  In addition many foreign trained engineers graduate from university with degrees in “Power Engineering”.

· The power generation and transmission sector in Ontario is very large and employs many professional engineers in a variety of technical roles that the public could reasonably consider or understand to be “power engineering”.  We would further suggest that in light of the government’s stated intent to open the electricity market to the private sector, the possible confusion arising from the term “Power Engineer” is likely to be even greater.

We trust that this submission is of assistance to the Ministry of Consumer and Business Services.  We have also discussed these issues with TSSA.  If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. John Gamble, P.Eng. at (416) 224-1100 extension 461.

Thank you for consideration of these comments.

Yours truly,

G. Gordon Sterling, P.Eng.

President

enclosures

cc:

The Honourable David Young, Attorney General of Ontario



David Scriven, Technical Standards and Safety Authority
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