[ LETTERS ]
PEO STAFFER WILL BE SADLY MISSED
On a lovely sunny morning in June, about 150 family and
friends gathered for a graveside service for Brenda Caplan, not
far from where her mum and dad had also been laid to rest
in Scarborough. It was a beautiful, simple, Jewish ceremony,
evocative of Brenda’s personality and pride in her background.
A large number of the participants were from, or associated
with, the engineering community around PEO, including four
former presidents, councillors, and all staff ranks from the top
down−what Brenda often called her other family.
In her 18 years among us [as executive assistant to the
president], she had a singular and very special position: a
trusted sharer of our concerns and a positive carer for our
hopes. I was told by an acquaintance that he was surprised at
the turnout of engineers. And I told him I was not. I said that
Brenda liked engineers, she was liked in return, and her magic
was that you always felt that she especially liked you.
Brenda’s last few years were tough. She fought an implacable disease with determination and would not give up.
Thankfully, her family at PEO gathered with her in February
for a retirement party, where she was told how fond we all
were of her and where former president Annette Bergeron
embraced her on our behalf and made her an honorary fellow
of Engineers Canada. It was clear it touched Brenda deeply
and was greatly appreciated.
Brenda was special, graced our lives and PEO with her
optimism and joy, and will be sadly missed and remembered
as a true friend of us all. She rests in peace.
Pat Quinn, P.Eng., Toronto, ON
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Letters to the editor are welcomed, but must be kept to no more

than 500 words, and are subject to editing for length, clarity and

style. Publication is at the editor’s discretion; unsigned letters will
not be published. The ideas expressed do not necessarily reflect
the opinions and policies of the association, nor does the

association assume responsibility for the opinions expressed.
Emailed letters should be sent with “Letter to the editor”

in the subject line. All letters pertaining to a current PEO issue

are also forwarded to the appropriate committee for information.
Address letters to jcoombes@peo.on.ca.

Association staff can provide information about PEO. For general inquiries, simply phone us at
416-224-1100 or 800-339-3716. Or, direct dial 416-840-EXT using the extensions below.
Manager, financial services
& business planning
Chetan Mehta, MS, MBA
1084
Manager, financial services
& procurement
Peter Cowherd, CPA, CMA
1090
Deputy registrar, tribunals
and regulatory affairs
Johnny Zuccon, P.Eng., FEC
1081
Director, policy and professional affairs
Bernard Ennis, P.Eng.
1079
Manager, policy
Jordan Max
1065
Manager, standards & practice
José Vera, P.Eng., MEPP
647-259-2268
Manager, tribunals
Salvatore Guerriero, P.Eng., LLM
1080
REGULATORY SUPPORT SERVICES EXT
Chief administrative officer
Scott Clark, B.Comm, LLB, FEC (Hon)
1126

Manager, government and
student liaison programs
Jeannette Chau, MBA, P.Eng.
647-259-2262
Manager, EIT programs
Manoj Choudhary, P.Eng.
1087
Director, people development
Fern Gonçalves, CHRP
1106
Manager, secretariat
Ralph Martin
1115
Human resources specialist
Olivera Tosic, BEd
416-224-1100 ext. 1210
Committee coordinator
Viktoria Aleksandrova
416-224-1100 ext. 1207
Manager, chapters
Matthew Ng, P.Eng., MBA
1117
Director, communications
Connie Mucklestone
1061
Editor, Engineering Dimensions
Jennifer Coombes
1062
Manager, communications
David Smith
1068

JULY/AUGUST 2015

