ENGINEERS RECOGNIZED
WITH NATIONAL AWARDS

By Nicole Axworthy

Hussein T. Mouftah, P.Eng., has been recognized with the
K.Y. Lo Medal from the Engineering Institute of Canada.

Vic Pakalnis, P.Eng., is a recipient of the 2014 Minerva
Canada Education Award of Honour.
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Thomas Chong, P.Eng., FEC (left), PEQ’s president-elect,
received a Mentorship Recognition Award from York
University's Lassonde School of Engineering.

The Engineering Career Pathways website has

won the 2014 International Qualifications Network
(IQN) Award for best initiative in the overseas cat-
egory. The IQN Awards, presented by the Canadian
government, recognize leadership in foreign quali-
fication assessment and recognition in four areas:
workplace integration, innovation, engagement

and overseas. Engineers Canada and the Canadian
Council of Technicians and Technologists created
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the career pathways website to help people determine where their engi-
neering skills might fit within the engineering team and to discover the
pathway to a successful career in Canada’s engineering profession.

The Engineering Institute of Canada (EIC) has announced the
2014 recipients of its honours, awards and fellowships. The K.Y. Lo
Medal was presented to Hussein T. Mouftah, P.Eng., who is recognized
for his contributions to computer engineering and telecommunication
networks, including 35 years of service to the IEEE Communica-
tions Society. He is a principal investigator of a multi-million-dollar,
multi-year engineering project in wireless sensor networks, known as
WiSense. New EIC fellows include Amir G. Aghdam, P.Eng., Nasser
Ashgriz, P.Eng., Sushanta Mitra, P.Eng., Weiming Shen, P.Eng.,
Shahrokh Valaee, P.Eng., and Christopher Yip, P.Eng.

Vic Pakalnis, P.Eng., president and CEO, MIRARCO Mining Inno-
vation at Laurentian University, is a winner of the 2014 Minerva Canada
Education Award of Honour. The award, presented by Minerva Canada
Safety Management Education Inc., recognizes individuals from aca-
deme, government, industry, and health and safety associations for their
long-standing contributions to advancing health and safety education
in Canadian postsecondary teaching institutions. Pakalnis has been an
ambassador for and contributor to Minerva’s educational programs and
resources, and teaches health and safety during work assignments with
the Ontario government, Queen’s University and now MIRARCO. He
has also been instrumental in establishing important Minerva partner-
ships with academe, government and industry.

Thomas Chong, P.Eng., FEC, PEO president-elect, recently received the
Mentorship Recognition Award from York University’s Lassonde School of
Engineering for helping final-year engineering students with their engineer-
ing design projects (a requirement for graduation). Chong also received a
Mentorship Achievement Award from the Chinese Professionals Associa-
tion of Canada for mentoring new international engineering graduates to
obtain their P.Eng. licence. Chong has been a mentor with the association
since 2008.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

The 12th annual Create the Future Design Contest is open for entries
until July 1, 2014. The contest involves creating an innovative new
product idea that benefits society and the economy. The prize is an
opportunity to receive global recognition and a cash prize of $20,000.
Entries can be submitted by an individual or a team. For more infor-
mation, visit www.createthefuturecontest.com.

Nominations are now open for the Queen Elizabeth Prize for Engi-
neering, an international engineering award worth £1 million that
celebrates the engineers “responsible for a ground-breaking innovation
that has been of global benefit to humanity.” Nominations are open
until July 14, 2014. For more information or to nominate someone,
visit www.qeprize.org. 2
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