LICENSING FACTS

QUICK LINKS

✺ Approximately one-third of Ontario’s licensed engineers

Professional Engineers Ontario
www.peo.on.ca

were educated outside Canada

✺ Applicants from over 1000 institutions world-wide have
been granted licences by PEO

✺ Prospective immigrants can begin the Ontario P.Eng.
licensing process from outside Canada, before they
finalize their immigration plans, and continue the process
when they arrive in the province

✺ There is no requirement to be a citizen or to have the
status of a permanent resident of Canada to obtain a
P.Eng. licence in Ontario

✺ Newcomers to Ontario may be eligible to apply for a
P.Eng. licence at no cost under PEO’s Engineering Intern
Financial Credit Program

✺ A provisional licence can be issued to a P.Eng. applicant
who has met all the requirements for licensing as a
professional engineer except the required 12 months’
work experience under a Canadian professional engineer

Engineers Canada
www.engineerscanada.ca
Ontario Society of Professional Engineers
www.ospe.on.ca
Roadmap to Engineering in Canada
newcomers.engineerscanada.ca
Internationally Educated Engineers Qualification
Bridging Program
www.ryerson.ca/feas/programs/ieeqb/
Licensing International Engineers into the
Profession (LIEP) Program
learn.utoronto.ca/international-professionals/
liep-program

✺ A licence is not required for engineering employment
in Ontario, so long as a licensed professional engineer
supervises and is responsible for the work

Through the Professional Engineers Act,
PEO governs licence and certificate holders
and regulates professional engineering in
Ontario to serve and protect the public.

Professional Engineers
Ontario
40 Sheppard Avenue West
Suite 101
Toronto, Ontario
M2N 6K9
Tel: 416 224-1100 or 1-800-339-3716
Enforcement Hotline: 416 224-9528 Ext. 1444
Website: www.peo.on.ca

VALUING

NEWCOMERS
A GUIDE TO
LICENSURE FOR INTERNATIONAL
ENGINEERING GRADUATES

VALUING

NEWCOMERS
In Canada, the P.Eng. designation represents the highest
standards of engineering knowledge, experience and
professionalism in the country. It tells employers that you
are committed to engineering excellence; that you have
the right skills, education and attitude; and that you are
a responsible professional with proven problem-solving
abilities. To become a professional engineer (P.Eng.) in
Canada, you must be licensed in the provincial/territorial
jurisdiction in which you are practising. In Ontario, only
those individuals who have demonstrated that they possess
the necessary qualifications and have been licensed by
Professional Engineers Ontario can use the title.

DO I HAVE TO BE A RESIDENT OF CANADA TO
APPLY FOR A LICENCE?

ARE THERE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO HELP
ME APPLY?

No. In October 2010, at the request of PEO, the Ontario
government eliminated the requirement to be a citizen
or to have the status of a permanent resident of Canada
to obtain a P.Eng. licence, provisional licence or limited
licence. With the elimination of the residency requirement,
PEO hopes qualified applicants will now arrive in Canada
with many of the licensure requirements already met and
be ready to immediately enter the engineering workforce.

WHAT IS PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
ONTARIO?

To be granted a licence to practise professional engineering
in Ontario, an applicant must:

Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) governs its licence
and certificate holders and regulates professional engineering in Ontario to serve and protect the public. Under
the Professional Engineers Act, PEO establishes the educational, experience and other requirements for licensing.
PEO also provides leadership to the profession and raises
public awareness of its role and of the value of licensure.
To take responsibility for professional engineering work in
Ontario, an individual must be licensed by PEO.
As a leader among regulators in Canada in assessing
the credentials of internationally trained professionals, PEO
has been working hard for many years to enable newcomers
to better use the skills, education, and experience they
bring with them. Since 2000, applicants from over 1000
institutions world-wide have been granted licences by PEO.
One-third of the professional engineers licensed by the
association were educated outside of Canada.
New Canadians are the talent pool for building a skilled
and diverse Canada. Recent changes have made the profession even more accessible for international engineering
graduates seeking to become licensed in Ontario.

✺ be at least 18 years old;

Yes. PEO’s Engineering Intern Financial Credit Program
(FCP) encourages newcomers to Canada to apply for
licensure as a professional engineer by removing a potential
economic hurdle.
Under the program, you may be eligible to apply for the
P.Eng. licence at no cost. You may also be registered in
the Engineering Intern program for the first year at no cost,
provided you meet eligibility criteria established by PEO.
You are eligible for the program if you have a bachelor of
engineering degree or a bachelor of applied science degree
acceptable to PEO, and apply online for the program at
www.peo.on.ca (click on Apply for a Licence) within six
months of your landing in Canada. Within this six-month
application window, PEO must also receive from you:

✺ be of good character;

✺ acceptable academic documents;

✺ hold an undergraduate engineering degree from a CEAB-

✺ an acceptable proof of age document;

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
LICENSURE?

accredited program (or possess equivalent qualifications);

✺ successfully complete PEO’s Professional Practice
Examination (PPE); and

✺ Permanent Resident Card or Record of Landing;
✺ a valid email address for all PEO communications;
✺ a signed declaration of application as per the online

✺ demonstrate at least 48 months of verifiable, accept-

Engineering Intern Financial Credit Program form; and

able engineering experience, at least 12 months of
which must be acquired in a Canadian jurisdiction
under a licensed professional engineer (P.Eng.).

✺ a work experience summary, if you have obtained at least

WHEN CAN I APPLY FOR A LICENCE?
You can apply now! Whether you are in Ontario already, or you
plan to arrive soon, you may begin the licensing/registration
process at any time. If you start the process before you arrive in
Ontario, you can reduce the time it takes to receive your licence.
An early start will help you determine if your academic qualifications meet PEO’s standards for licensure before you immigrate.
Visit www.peo.on.ca (click on Apply for a Licence) to
download the application.

five years of engineering experience since graduation.

WHY SHOULD I BECOME LICENSED?
Attaining the P.Eng. designation indicates that the licensed
practitioner appreciates the importance of work that is not only
technically competent, but is also based on sound professional
ethics. Ontario P.Engs are part of a community of professionals
committed to enhancing the quality of life, safety and wellbeing of all Ontarians. If you are going to be responsible for
work that is defined as professional engineering according to
the Professional Engineers Act, a P.Eng. licence is required.

